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JASMYNE’S STATEMENT

Dear Reader,

Welcome to the second edition of Your Story Matters: a compilation of creative,
courageous, and purely imaginative comics from racialized youth across Durham
Region. This cohort showed up and showed out. In just three short weeks, these
young storytellers brought loads of talent, bold ideas, and serious heart. They
pushed boundaries, took risks, and turned their lived experiences, dreams, and
wildest ideas into stories that leap off the page. Watching it all come together was

nothing short of magic.

This edition features a little bit of everything: thought-provoking stories about nav-
igating real-life challenges, and others that are funny, lighthearted, and full of sur-
prises. Our pages are as diverse and enriching as the youth we worked with, each

one bringing something beautifully unique to the table.

What's been especially moving with this program is the feedback we received from
our first edition from parents, community members, and even youth who saw
themselves reflected in these stories. People laughed, felt proud, and above all, felt
seen. That's the power of storytelling. And | hope this collection brings you the

same kind of joy and connection.

To our youth authors: thank you for trusting this space, sharing your voice, and re-
minding us that youth stories really do matter. Now go ahead and dive in. We can’t

wait for you to meet this year’s storytellers. Happy reading!
With gratitude and excitement,

Jasmyne Julien

Founder, Revitaled Reintegration Services

FUNDER STATEMENT

8 80 Cities and the Ontario Community Changemakers program were thrilled to
support Jasmyne and her team on Your Story Matters, a beautiful storytelling
project for young people to come together and create their own personal comic
stories. We are incredibly proud of their creativity and hope this inspires others

to share their own stories in meaningful and unique ways!
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Artist Biography

1 Andraya

(Age 9)

ndraya loves to draw and

brings her ideas to life

BASSIE on paper. She wants to be-
come an animator and create

By Andraya exciting stories through art.



Today, Bassie is happy
to 40 to school because
her arch enemy, Shelly, has
moved to another country.

Hi Bassie!

Well +his is
a big mystery
isn't i+?

The €End
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HOOPS

By Daniel
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Artist Biography
Daniel

(Age 10)

Daniel loves basketball
and practices every
chance he gets. His goal is
to play in the NBA and
inspire others through the
game he loves.
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me = It all stavted at the lrj They
Now it's the championship school’s boys basketball =¥ weve doing

Do | suck at a\m_d the Tigers ave down by 2 practice. ' @ basket-ball
basketball? points with ten seconds left. . ‘\v i

Damian,
you suck!



Alex gets hit
by an opposin
Jefender_ av\c?
fumbles the ball.

Aftev the game Alex '
approaches Damiaw, :

Dawiaw quickly grabs _ 'm Sy for = e | :
the ball and bggiws d(’Ub{-Mg you. e
to square vp. \ A
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Artist Biography
Thurga
(Age 09)

hurga loves getting lost

in books. She hopes to

THE DOGSCAPE become a doctor and help
others feel better with care

By Thurga and compassion.
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|et's qet
breakfast

iy

e YoU, "Oh Meenachi,
bavkmg? you waut to

get oui-?

Hey, what's
that woise?

| want
to get
out.

=/ | v\eedv 1
to pee! et's
| vush!

| wanted
to go to

voom to

but she

alr eady
came

back.

ave 700
bar king?

the bath-

chew voses

Oh well.
| have to
cleaw it.

Ok, let's
put Meenachi
imside the

Avd stop
bav kingg

Meenachi




Ok, let's

Stop
bar king?

| could qo
Hnmug1
the gap.

How c!ld 70U
cleaw this pee
with Meenachi

ha ha haf

Lavgp/ i hal
"o ho "y
" Az 4 brother

The End
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ZACK &
THE BULLY

By Isaiah
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Artist Biography
|saiah

(Age 12)

saiah enjoys playing sports
and staying active. He
wants to become both an
author and a comic illustrator
so he can bring stories to life
through words and pictures
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Owe day , Isaiah
is walking during
vecess...

Heyg Stop bullying
my bre»HneV?

...whew he sees Chuck

bullyiv\g his brother.

Zack, ave you ok?

| have aw idea

Let's

heav it.

We gotta’ find
out how to stop
the bullyiu\g.

The wext day, at school.




Whaf? He
\ dodged it?

Hey quys! Isaiah helps
babies and twevps?

| will wever be
embavvased heping
my 'faw\ily.

And if you wanna’ mess
with them you'll have to
9o fhv’ough mel
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BLUE CHEESE

By Niara
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Artist Biography
Niara

(Age 12)

iara enjoys building with

LEGO and using herima-
gination. She dreams of be-
coming an interior designer
and turning ideas into inspir-
ing spaces.
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Kiara goee to the rectaurant
with her Mom and brother.
They ¢t by the Juke box.

The waiter comee and takes
their orders, Kiara gete winge
with blue cheese,

The manager threatene to kick her
out 7f ehe doeen't elop sereaming.

Hi!
What can
| get you

/\ Buffalo

Winge,
pleage.

You must ¢top
gereaming or leave!
We don't aceept
Karen's here!

The Mow apologizee and acke if
there'e chocolate fce eream.

We need chocolate
fee cream. It'e The
only thing that
ealme her down,

Ohe tagtes her wings and blue

cheege and Jumps up cereaming.

Her brather thinke che's being

dramatic and calle her namez.
P e

Eeeww!
What ie
thie?

It's blue
theege.

Ugh...
[ hate blue

Blue
cheese
Karen!
Blue
cheece
Karen!

The chocolate fee cream comes and
ehe calme down and apologizes.

I'm corry! It wae
the blue cheege!

The manager caye he underetands. It'e not
the firet Blue Cheese Karen he's met.

That'e ok.
You're not the firet
Blue Cheoge Karen
I've met. Ha ha ha!
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o

ATTACK OF
THE CITY

By Vishwa
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Artist Biography
Vishwa

(Age 12)

ishwa is a gamer at
heart. He dreams of be-
ing a YouTuber and a pilot,
soaring both through the
skies and online adventures.
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v v

% G

s mz Hme

iv\ef

At the city...

2] @eceadCad

------------

vevyone has
beewn brain
washed siv.

Tell them
to build the
stvougest
vobot ever.

ot so fast
spike head?




Owe minute later B0 KvugH-’\* /

Ea
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Artist Biography
Tasia

(Age 13)

asia loves playing volley-
ball and cooking up deli-
SPEAK cious meals. One day, she
hopes to build a career in
cosmetology and help others

By Tasi
y Tasia feel confident and beautiful.
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Peagy's first day of school.

Peggy's sits in her first class.

I'm s0 excited,
yet so nervous.

| know,
right!

I+ looks
like a

bush.

What's with
her hair?

Peggy gets home running
to her room sobbing.

It's just
that people in
my class were
making £ un

Peggy waits anxiously
for the bell +o ring.

| can't
believe they
would say
something
like that.

I'm 50 s0rry to hear that.
Tomorrow you 4o +o school
and tell them everyone
should not have to look
the same o get along.

0Ok, thank
you Lahmn.

On the next day of school
Pegqy confronts them.

Hey guys, i just wanted

yesterday and just becavse my
hair is different doesn't mean
you have to make fun.

< to say | heard what you said

I'm really

| shouldn't
2 haio said
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Biography
a Jeremiah

(Age 11)
eremiah enjoys drawing,

THE RIVALRY ]
playing basketball, being
R E B O U N D outside, and gaming on

Roblox. He dreams of be-
By Jeremiah coming an artist and sharing
his creativity with the world.
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He's the maiwn stav
of the team and
gets a TROPHY ¥ ¥

fov the Pasketball game

M’ Sclmo[,
Zack was practicing
against the othev school.

| wish | was bettev
thaw that freak.







Mo yob're \M:.l-_
I'm the main starv
wow because |'m

the backup.

Latev.

| was actually joking.
Your punches ave weak.

Zack, I'm sovvy
for hurting you.

THANKS FOR READING.
WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED
ALL THE STORIES.
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