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INTRODUCTION

Some of the earliest memories | have are of my mother reading me story
books before bed. As much as | hated going to bed early while everyone
else got to stay up late, | always looked forward to reading with her. Jack
and the Beanstalk, Mother Goose, Hansel and Gretel — having her recite

those stories provided a moment of connection and safety for me.

As a current avid reader, | think it’s that early connection to stories that
developed my love for reading and my belief in the power of storytelling.

Stories can transform our point of view. Stories bind us together.

From January to February 2024, Revitaled worked with several Durham-based
Black youth to build their own comic book. The goal of this project was to
not only provide them with a product they could be proud of, but also help
our community to understand more about their world. In this compilation of
comics, you'll read stories from several Black youth who have used their
creativity and power of their prose to share their experiences with their
community. It's our goal to use this anthology to transform our thoughts
and understanding about Black Durham youth, and to prepare a future for

them where they can thrive.
| hope you enjoy reading their stories as much as | do. Happy reading!

Regards,
Jasmyne Julien

Founder of Revitaled Reintegration Services - revitaled.ca

Please note that this book includes stories that explore sensitive themes.
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Biography
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M AY B E L L E S Jis a 15 year-old high
school student. She's
NEW SCHOOL currently researching differ-
ent fashion careers and as-
By RJ pires to be a designer. She
also enjoys listening to and

making music.



I'M MAYBELLE. I JUST

MOVED QUT OF TORONTO. .

ARE THEY
STARING

TOPAY, 1 GO TO MY NEW
SCHOOL. IT'S MUCH BIGGER
THAN MY OLD ONE.

CLASSROOM...

[ | Y 0 1171/

THEY WEREN'T PURING PERIOD TWO.
VERY WELCOMING. o

SHE SHOULD
BE PICKING

THEY EVEN WHISPERED
ABOUT ME,

1 NN N

AND IN PERIOD THREE, THE RACISM
THEY CALLED ME NAMES. ONLY CONTINUED.




I JUST WANTED

TO BE HOME. LATER, AT HOME...

T

MOM,
I WANT
TO STOP
GOING TO
SCHOOL.

MAYBE I SHOULD
TELL MOM...

BECAUSE
RACIST PEOPLE
WON'T LEAVE ME
ALONE, MOM.

I GET BULLIED
EVERYDAY!

WELL, THE MORE
YOU ACKNOWLEDGE
THEM, THE MORE POWER
THEY GET. THEY CAN'T
BULLY YOU IF YOU
IGNORE THEM,

YOU KNOW?

THE NEXT DAY,
I DPECIPED TO GO
BACK TO SCHOOL.
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AND GOT GOOD GRADES MY TEACHERS

| WERE PROUD.

T
Az

XERO IN THE
COMPUTER

By ITMDL

GOOD WORK |
MAYBELLE!

AL LN NEY Y
..AND SO WAS 1. /

THE
END
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THIS IS KERO. HE LOVES THIS IS COIN. HE LOVES
PLAYING VIOED GAMES. T0 YAP, ENOLESSLY.

Biography

ITMDL

N
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y name is ITMDL | love
fedora’s and animals. |

really enjoy creating graph- THIS IS BINGUS. KERD INSIDE THE
ics and playing games on- DISLIKES BINGUS WITH COMPUTER, IN A COOL
line. My favourite game is A BURNING PASSION. COMPUTER GAME.
Terraria. When | grow up | B —— B AQLAH

want to be a computer en- i6 Very BLAH B
gineer and create my own '
games!

15



WOAH! THE MASK
IS COMING OFF!

HERO FINUS A
GLITEH ON THE WALL.

A ViRUS COMES OUT. . WOW! KERO
WAIT! WHERE QO ) UEFEATEDU THE
IS COIN?  “_om MONSTER!
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Biography
3 T

DE ROCK Tis 16 years old and loves

drawing. If it were up to

ADVENTURES OF RICK him he would be drawing all
day and all night. His pet

By JT peeve are people that don’t

like music and when he gets
older he wants to be a
professional cartoonist.

19 20



TWO
MINUTES
LATER.




ARE YOV THE
ONE MAKING ALL
THE NOISE!?

AHHHHHHH!

GET BACK
HERE!




I HOPE YOU
DON'T MIND, BUT...

THIS IS

WELL, WHAT ARE 60o0D!
THE END

WE WAITING FOR?

_d/ YOU'RE

RIGHT.

THIS IS
R

THE END.




YOU DO NOT
SCARE Us!

WE HAVE MUSIC |

DISRUPTORS! /

THAT WON'T SAVE
YOU. FOR I HAVE THE
POWER OF MUsIC!

:

lv\
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Author Biography
4 IG

G is 10 years old. He loves
drawing, writing in his
SHARK ATTACK journal, making books,
building snow forts, hanging
, out with his cousins and
By 1G &his Dad friends and tobogganing on
his sled named “Mother-
board”. When he grows up
Isaiah wants to be a Lawyer
and an Artist.
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GOOD
AFTERNOON.,
I'M MRS. WELSING
REPORTING FOR ikl
THERE WAS A
CHANNEL TEN REPORT OF A

NEWS. SHARK ATTACK AT
FRENCHMAN'S BAY
IN PICKERING,
ONTARIO
CANADA.

THE LONE
EYE WITNESS
SAID THAT WAS WE NOW
SCARY AND GO LIVE TO
THAT, "HE FRENCHMAN'S
WAS REALLY BAY TO SPEAK
FREAKED WITH FIDGET

JIM WHO
SAW IT ALL.

I waAs
THERE

AND T ?%g{k\‘ev

STILL-

I HOPE

TO YOU, THE TIME
JIM. TO REST
AND CALM

DOWN.

N
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. Y
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STEVE,
CAN YOU
GET HIM
A GLASS
OF MILK,

WELL,
YOU HEARD WE URGE
IT HERE EVERYONE
FIRST ON TO STAY
N TEN NEWS. THE BEACH OUR RESIDENT
UNTIL IT HERO ACTION

PLEASE?

BECOMES ZAY WILL BE
SAFE AGAIN, ABLE TO
INVESTIGATE
AND STOP
MORE PEOPLE
FROM FREAKING
OuT.

HI! T'M
STEVE FROM
CHANNEL 10
NEWS. WOULD
YOU LIKE A
GLASS OF

MEANWHILE, AT FRENCHMAN'S BAY,
OUR HERO ACTION ZAY AND HIS TRUSTY
SIPEKICK ROBOCLOPS ARE ON GUARD.

1 ARE WE DOING
AHHHHHHY JUST HERE ANYWAYS?
MILK FREAKﬁv STAY T0 60 HoME
walat AWAY e
FROM rOBOLOPS,  MONITOR THE
ME : YOU CAN TAKE ~ BEACH AND
o BROV A NAP LATER. MAKE SURE

IT'S SAFE.




DIDN'T YOU HEAR HEY, DO THOSE TWO PEQOPLE
MRS, WELSING'S NEWS YOU SEE ARE THE TOE BROTHERS
REPORT ABOUT THE THAT? WHAT

AND NO ONE IS DUMBER
THAN THEM. WHAT ARE
THEY UP TO NOW?

SHARK ATTACK? ARE THOSE
\_’/ TWO PEOPLE

UHH
: A 2.}, 1T SURE Is.
TODAY IS i C— 7 7 ey, Look
A GREAT DAY / S 2 AT THAT SIGN.
FOR A WALK A WHAT DOES
ON THE IT sAY?
BEACH.
SHE'S THE

GREATEST
REPORTER SHE'S

IN THE NEVER
WORLD. WRONG!

I GUESS
I WON'T
BE TAKING
A NAP.




UHH, 5 LOOK!
UHH, MAYBE WE ARE YOU KIDDING ME? YOU WILL? I'LL PUT
SHOULD LEAVE? WE ARE NOT LEAVING!! MY WHOLE
THAT NEWS REPORTER

= HAND IN THE

DOESN'T KNOW WHAT
SHE'S TALKING ABOUT!

UHH,
THAT
DOESN'T
SEEM LIKE

UHH, SHE SHARKS |
DOESN'T? & > ONLY LIVE
SHE SEEMS \ IN THE SEA |
PRETTY AND THIS 1S
A LAKE.

SMART
— LAKE
- —] ONTARIO
' TO BE

I'M TELLING
YOU THAT IT IS
IMPOSSIBLE FOR
THERE TO BE A LOOCK,
SHARK ATTACK I'LL EVEN
IN PICKERING. PROVE IT!

THE END?




THANKS FOR READING.
WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED
ALL THE STORIES.

This project was supported by Durham
Region's Building Safer Communities program,
and the Community Safety and Well-Being Fund.

To learn more about Durham's Region's Community
Safety and Well-being Plan, visit Durham.ca/CSWB
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